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Please send reviews of events, information about place names research, and any other News to: nigelrjneil@googlemail.com
WE HOPE YOU CAN ATTEND !
A reminder: LPNS will be holding its 2018 AGM on Tuesday 9th October at Lancashire Archives. Following the formal business, our guest speaker will be Emeritus Professor Diana Whaley, from Newcastle University. Find out more about her: https://www.ncl.ac.uk/elll/staff/profile/dianawhaley.html#background
Her title is From Botany Bay to Seldom Seen: Classifying minor names in Lancashire and Northumberland. She says she will make use of the database of names from the 1840s OS mapping that we have sent her !

Tickets cost £5 (sorry, no concessions) and must be paid for in advance.


A BOOKING FORM IS ON THE FINAL PAGE OF THIS NEWSLETTER.
DOWN T’RIVER, Part 2

Towards a Microtoponymicon for South-Eastern Preston
By John Garth Wilkinson

This is the second installment of a wide-ranging article, which LPNS hope to print in full over a series of Newsletters. 

Fishwick Bottoms (Fiscuic DB, sic OS 1849, 1893, 1895) OE *fisc-wic ‘place where fish is sold’ or ‘village where fish is caught’ (PN La, 146) + OE *boþm, botm (?or ON botn) ‘bottom, valley’ in a familiar type of plural referent to the haughs or meadowlands of the Ribble flood plain below Fishwick and east of the site of Preston Grammar School’s playing fields of the time. Why would fish be sold here not far above the Ordinary Tide mark (sic OS 1849)? Was there an early harbour of sorts just outwith and upstream of Preston, perhaps near Mete House? This is unlikely given the curve of the river, but there would without doubt have been at least one fishery on the river, probably several more: Fishergate, the main street of the old town leading up Fishergate Hill from the river, implies it was a significant local industry.
 There would likely have been buildings of variable permanence attached to each fishery, one possibly near where Fishwick Hall (Physick Hall 18th c
) later stood. Compare and consider Fishwick BWK on the salmon-rich Tweed in a very similar position, seven or eight miles upstream from the river-mouth at Berwick-upon-Tweed: lost now but for cropmarks, it was a mansio in the 11th and early 12th centuries, a possession of Coldingham Priory and thence attached to the Bishopric of Durham.
 Fishwick La was a manor in 1066 and member of the Amounderness lordship of Earl Tostig assessed at one ploughland. Until 1894 the township of Fishwick had always lain outwith Preston to its east, divided from it by the Swill Brook (shown on OS 1849 but vanished by that time: it rose near Ribbleton Hall), and its liminal position is suggestive. In his exhaustive survey of wick-names, Richard Coates (1999, 88) concluded that L vicus ‘extramural place for trading’, was a place ‘having some administrative autonomy whilst being dependent for certain purposes on a civitas or a fort or an imperial estate’ (ibid., 108) and that OE wīc, a development of it, was a ‘dependent economic unit’ in fact a ‘dependent unit of a particular, and therefore locally striking, sort’ (1999, 98). In the case of Fishwick, this would have been a dependent farm dedicated to what he dubbed ‘[h]arvestable wildlife’ (1999, 97).
 Noting continuity between Romano-British and Anglo-Saxon administration, more particularly in cases where wīc is the first element, perhaps naming what Latin-speaking Britons knew as vicus/vici (1999, 107), he reached the conclusion (after Margaret Gelling’s earlier work) that in generic terms wīc is a potential indicator of Roman sites (1999, 110). On what was Fishwick dependent? Apparently the tūn ‘enclosure > homestead > village > town’ (DEPN, sv.) run by the priests of OE prēosta-tūn or Preston (Prestune DB), evidently distinct from the Benedictines of Penwortham and earlier than the Savigniacs of Furness or the community of Franciscans or Grey Friars first recorded in 1260, who gave their name to the city’s Friargate. Could this dependent situation regress further? The pivotal importance of Preston’s location as regards trade and transport cannot be overstressed: its inclusion as one of the very few Lancashire place-names on the mid-14th century Gough Map tells us this, and the local tangle of modern motorways confirms and emphasises it. It sits by the junction of two former Roman roads, east-west from Ribchester to Kirkham (Watling Street: see Hunt 1992, 7) and north-south from Lancaster to Wigan (the later A6) and beyond in both cases: see I.D. Margary, Roman Roads in Britain, 3rd ed. (London: John Baker. 1973). Fishwick lies close to this ancient main route south, near the Ribble Bridge aka Walton Bridge, beside a former ford and across the river from Walton-le-Dale, now recognised as an important Roman site, not so much a fort (or Roman Fortlet as shown on OS 1961) but what seems to have been a ‘fortified port’, a civilian settlement perhaps used as a military supply base with easy access to the sea (Hallam c1984, 39–47). It cannot have been a vicus as there is no fort nearer than Kirkham’s, but might Fishwick have served as a vicus-surrogate to the ‘port’? While Walton’s site has been partially investigated, most notably by Ernest Pickering (Pickering 1956), no archaeological survey for Fishwick is traceable online. However, Hallam notes an intact late 3rd century mortarium, a food-processor and potential grave goods, found within Fishwick in a sandpit (Sand Pit shown on OS 1895 at [SD565301]) across New Hall Lane from the cemetery, half a mile north of the site of Fishwick Hall. ‘As Roman law forbade burials within towns, graves have often been found alongside roads outside towns’ and he therefore speculates on a Roman road or settlement nearby, perhaps with a connection to Walton-le-Dale or on a direct route to Ribchester, and suggests further investigation of the sandpit. Could this be another case of toponymics importantly leading the way for such an investigation, in this case nearer the river?

[SD563290]
We seem to be fixated on the notion of ‘Roman Roads’: roads constructed or enhanced by the Romans for reasons of military or social control, whereas we should maybe consider ‘roads used by the Romans’. A road being the swiftest, safest and most convenient way of getting from A to B, any road within the pre-existent British network would have been so used, and the earliest maps will show the best possibilities within a topography hardly changed over the millennia. Until the 19th c eastern Fishwick was cut off from Blackburn by the Ribble valley as far as wheeled transport is concerned, the only crossings of the Ribble being at Walton-le-Dale and much further upstream at Ribchester Bridge (Greenwood 1818), with eastward roads beyond both banks lying well above the broad flood plain with secondary roads off them wherever the landscape permitted. Nevertheless there appears to have been little difficulty from relatively early days for carts regularly crossing the river: the tenants of the township of Fishwick had rights of turbary on Penwortham Moss (Farrer & Brownbill 1912, fn. 28), a peat-bog perhaps remembered in Moss Lane, Hutton.
 There might of course have been a ferry, though only one for foot-passengers is recorded from Penwortham from 1338 onwards (Farrer & Brownbill 1911, fn 50), yet this demonstrates that private boats would have been able to cross with ease. Such a trans-Ribble relationship also implies now that Fishwick might have been dependent on Penwortham’s 11th century Benedictine Priory, but there is no solid evidence of such a relationship other than this slight hint: Penwortham’s relationships with other parishes were primarily south of the river: see ibid.
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OS 1895 i: Ordnance Survey 6 inch, 1895: Lancashire, LXI, SE (section)
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OS 1895 ii: Ordnance Survey 6 inch, 1895: Lancashire, LXI, SE (section)
ABBREVIATIONS

Brk

Berkshire




ME

Middle English

DB

Domesday Book



ModEng
Modern English

D

Devon





Nth

Northamptonshire

Fr

French





OE

Old English/Anglo-Saxon
He

Herefordshire




ON

Old Norse/Scandinavian

L

Latin





O

Oxfordshire

Lei

Leicestershire




PrW

Primitive Welsh

La

Lancashire




Sf

Suffolk

Mx 

Middlesex




W

(Modern) Welsh
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Annual lecture 2018: Booking form

Please note that due to the limited space available, there is a maximum number of 50 tickets available and these must be purchased in advance.

Name:  

Address:



email address:





I would like to purchase insert no. required  ticket(s) for the talk by Professor Diana Whaley after the Lancashire Place Name Survey Annual General Meeting at Lancashire Archives, Bow Lane, Preston, PR1 2RE on Wednesday Tuesday 9th October 2018 at 19:00.
Tickets cost £5 each (no concessions).
Please send this order form, together with a cheque for the full amount due and payable to Lancashire Place Name Survey to: 

LPNS, Jennifer Holt, 258 Blackburn Road, Haslingden, BB4 5JF. 

All ticket orders must reach the LPNS by Friday 5th October. N.B.The tickets will only be sent out (by second class post) where it is not possible to confirm the booking/ticket number(s) by email. 

� A fishery is recorded in 1252, the moiety of which belonged to Roger Gernet (Farrer & Brownbill, 1912, 115). Fish House Bridge (sic OS 1849) on the Ribble at the south end of Penwortham Holme [SD527284], more or less opposite the foot of Fishergate Hill, suggests there were others, confirmed by earlier records in Farrer & Brownbill 1911 (see their footnotes).


� Which ‘shows the local pronunciation’ according to the 1912 editors (Farrer & Brownbill, 115). This was not current in the 1960s, according to my memory.


� � HYPERLINK "https://canmore.org.uk/site/59995/fishwick" �https://canmore.org.uk/site/59995/fishwick�, accessed 22 February 2018.


� Even today the Ribble is notable for its fish, both above and below the tidal limit, with barbel, bass, bream, carp, chub, dace, perch, pike, roach, salmon and trout (as well as eels) being among those recorded recently online (as of February 2018), many of them large.


� It is not clear to me where this was, evidently drained and (to judge by the neat array of fields) well arable by the time of OS 1849, when the nearest moss south of the river was Hesketh Moss.
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