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THE LPNS ANNUAL LECTURE
Lancashire before Lancashire:

the tenth and eleventh centuries
 will be given by

Dr. Charles Insley

Senior Lecturer in Medieval History at the University of Manchester

at Lancashire Archives, Bow Lane, Preston, PR1 2RE

The talk will take place after the LPNS Annual General Meeting on

Wednesday 25th October 2017 at 7 p.m. 

Refreshments from 6.15pm, AGM at 6.30pm.

AGM documentation will be sent out shortly.

Tickets cost £5 each (no concessions) and must be paid for in advance.
Please use the booking form at the end of this Newsletter.

OTHER NEWS AND EVENTS

The Arthurian legend in early Cheshire and Lancashire.

LPNS supporter, Dr Andrew Breeze of the University of Navarra in Spain, an authority on Celtic names, will be giving a free public lecture, hosted by the Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire, on Wednesday 11th October 2017, beginning at 2 p.m, in the top floor meeting room in Liverpool Central Library. He will expand his linguistic research to consider the Arthurian legend in the North West. For more information e-mail programme@hslc.org.uk This is a walk-in event; no ticket required.
The Regional Heritage Centre at Lancaster University have given advance notice of a day conference (provisionally called) Naming the names – regional aspects of the names of places and people. The event will be on Saturday 3 February 2018 at Lancaster University, with speakers including (LPNS’s own) Peter Iles, talking about the progress in the Lancashire Place Names Survey. Angus Winchester will speak on field names in the Rusland Valley, and George Redmond will speak on personal names. Of particular interest to LPNS supporters will be Eleanor Rye (Nottingham) on ‘Exploring language and dialect in North-West England through minor place-names’.
Bury and District Local History Society have launched a web link to their own place names survey http://burylhs.org.uk/placenames.html which will be continuing for a number of years.
Thrall, from the Old Norse þræll, means a person who is in bondage or serfdom. Eilert Ekwall’s (1940 Concise dictionary of English place-names) uses the examples of Thirlby in the Yorkshire North Riding and Threlkeld in Cumberland. Diana Winterbotham has contributed this study of Thrall names in a part of Lancashire on the border with Cheshire.
THRALLS IN FLIXTON by Diana Winterbotham

The Flixton sheet of the first edition of the 6-inch Ordnance Survey map (c.1845, sheet 110) shows a large field called Trailham lying by the (ancient) Parish Church of Flixton and close to the river. It is also marked on the 1843 Flixton tithe map (Lancashire Archives DRM 1/45), where it is called Bigg Trealam. The earliest dated spelling of which I am aware is Thralam, recorded in a deed of 1699 (Farrer & Brownbill, 1911 Victoria History of the county of Lancaster, vol 5, 46).

This name resembles Trailholme which, with variant spellings Threlhame and Thrilham, was a minor name in the seventeenth century near Heysham, and Ekwall suggests it is Old Norse for “island of the thralls” (Ekwall, 1922 The place-names of Lancashire, 175). The name Threleholmes also appears in a document relating to North Meols, c.1250 (Ekwall 1922, 175-6; Farrer, 1903 History of…North Meols, 10). The change of the second element in the Flixton name from holme (flat low-lying ground by a river) to ham may follow that occurring in the name Oldham (Ekwall, 1922, 50).

But that is not the end of the Flixton story. There are two more field names that are probably linked: Treeley and Trail Hunt. The first of these, like Trailham, lies close to the River Mersey. At the west end of Trailham the river loops sharply and across the neck of the river the tithe map shows a group of fields called Treeley, perhaps a larger field divided into strips at an unknown date. I suggest this is the eea or eye of the thralls; the name ees or eyes is common for riverside meadow along this bank of the Mersey.

Trail Hunt occurs as a tithe map field name at the western edge of the Parish, and other names suggest that this was a woodland area. If Trail Hunt was, as I suspect, a corruption of Trail Lunt (lundr – O.N., meaning ‘a grove’) we have no fewer than three thrall names in this small Parish and township which, together with its neighbour Urmston, probably bears a Danish name (Ekwall, 1922, 37), although Denise Kenyon advises caution (Kenyon, 1991 The origins of Lancashire, 127).

There is another instance at Bracewell where a field called Trelse Holme appears in a manorial survey (Lancashire Archives, DDX 160/1-2).

Are there any more out there?
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Annual lecture: Booking form

Please note that due to the limited space available, there is a maximum number of 50 tickets available and these must be purchased in advance.

Name:  

Address:



email address:





I would like to purchase insert no. required  ticket(s) for the talk by Dr. Charles Insley after the Lancashire Place Name Survey Annual General Meeting at Lancashire Archives, Bow Lane, Preston, PR1 2RE on Wednesday 25th October 2017 at 19:00.

Please send this order form, together with a cheque for the full amount due and payable to Lancashire Place Name Survey to: 

LPNS, Jennifer Holt, 258 Blackburn Road, Haslingden, BB4 5JF. 

All ticket orders must reach the LPNS by Monday 23rd October 2017. N.B.The tickets will only be sent out (by second class post) where it is not possible to confirm the booking/ticket number(s) by email. 
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