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Great leaps forward in progress, thanks to the LPNS volunteers !
Ordnance survey maps: extraction of place-names from all 118 sheets of the Ordnance Survey first edition 6 inch maps is all but completed, thanks to 15 years of conscientious work by a small band of volunteers. In April, Peter Iles proudly announced to the committee that he had finished checking and editing the last of the sheets. We are still trying to source better copies of some of the Manchester town centre sheets, and Manchester district names are missing from the editions that we’ve seen, but otherwise it is now a matter of finding a suitable portal on which to make this wealth of information available to the public and academic researchers – 77,365 spreadsheet entries to be precise. The Lancashire County Council Maps and Related Information Online [MARIO] portal http://mario.lancashire.gov.uk/agsmario/ is our preferred option. Watch this space for updates !
Tithe maps: your committee have decided that LPNS should back-pedal for a while on the copying of field–names from tithe maps and apportionments. Please don’t think that this work isn’t valuable – it most certainly is. If you are working on a tithe apportionment (e.g. Woodplumpton is progressing well), please keep up the good work ! All the tithe maps for Leyland – the first hundredal volume of the proposed series – have been transcribed. For Amounderness (the next volume) and the rest of the county, many await attention, and estate maps will need to be found to substitute for tithe maps never made. 
Our new direction!

Our editor, Professor John Insley, has had a meeting with the English Place Names Society recently to discuss progress with the Lancashire survey, to draft a timetable for the preparation and production of the first two volumes, and to look at new ways to make the data available to researchers.
‘Major names’: If the LPNS committee is to assist John effectively, for the time being we need to concentrate our attention and ‘human resources’ – that’s you, the volunteers - on the county’s major place-names - the main towns and villages, rivers and hills of the six hundreds of Amounderness, Blackburn, Leyland, Lonsdale, Salford and West Derby - which will comprise the content of the first publication volume. Eilert Ekwall published The place-names of Lancashire in 1922, and much of that seminal volume has stood the test of time, but Ekwall’s immediate successors perpetuated his (few) misconceptions. Moreover, in recent years there has been a lot of new thinking about the origin of some groups of names – for example pre-Roman (Brittonic) names of rivers and hills, Anglo-Saxon names ending in –ingas, and a better understanding of the landscape-specific nuances of name-elements, as explored in Margaret Gelling and Ann Coles’s The landscape of place-names (2000).
This new thinking needs to be applied to Ekwall’s corpus of name spellings. New theories need to be based on sound evidence !  And for place-names that means ‘excerpting’ name-forms from the earliest documents that we can find, so that philologist John can investigate their derivation. To take us beyond Ekwall’s results, there are two branches to this work – published works + unpublished transcripts, and original manuscripts. For the former – a task already under way - we will study transcripts and catalogue entries made since Ekwall’s time (with some overlap to check his work). Five people have already started work in the searchroom at Lancashire Archives, extracting place-name information from the ‘calendars’. Eight calendars have been completed, producing 2260 names and others are in progress; for example, 388 place names have been recorded from DDB - Parker family of Browsholme. They include parish, township and manor names, but also tenement (i.e. farm) and field names; the date range is 1306 to 1599. A volunteer is working on the De Lacy accounts transcribed recently by the Ranulf Higden Society, published by the Chetham Society, and another will shortly start work in Barrow Archives. We are working on gaining access to sets of the calendars of documents in The National Archives (was the Public Record Office). For the original manuscripts - which we will start to do soon – the aim is to photograph pre-1600 documents, beginning with the Towneley and Tatton of Cuerden collections, two of the largest and geographically most wide-ranging in Lancashire Archives.
Many place-names were ‘corrected’ by the Victorians who had a belief that they knew what the spelling should ‘really’ be: the version we often find on tithe schedules and OS maps. Take ‘Mallowdale’, a farm in Roeburndale in north Lancashire, for example. Hornby Chapel Register (early 1800s) gives ‘Mellowdale aliter Maladale’. But the present-day local pronunciation of Roeburndale is Roborandall or even Robrandl, and Mallowdale sounds like Maladall or Melladall – like the name recorded in the 16th century. It is very important for excerpters to record the precise spelling of the name forms they collect.
If you  are interested in helping with this project please get in touch with the LPNS Volunteer Co-ordinator, Jacquie Crosby. jacquie.crosby@lancashire.gov.uk
Stephen, Count of Mortain, and the honour of Lancaster: politics and salvation in the 1120s and 1130s
Hugh Doherty, lecturer in Medieval History at the University of East Anglia, on 24th March, gave a packed audience an insight into the turbulent times of the early part of the Norman dynasty. It was Stephen’s exploits before his (by the standards of the time) relatively bloodless accession after a Civil War in 1135 that concerned Dr Doherty.
Stephen (also known as Étienne de Blois) was a grandson of William the Conqueror, through William’s daughter Adela, who married Stephen, Count of Blois and Chartres. His father was killed at the Battle of Ascalon when Stephen was aged about ten, having been accused of cowardice at the siege of Antioch, and been ordered back to the Crusade by Adela !
Teasing out Stephen’s connections with Lancashire isn’t easy, since the few surviving documents are scattered through a number of archives. In 1116, Henry I, Stephen’s uncle, had granted him the Honour of Lancaster, which until 1102 had belonged to the disgraced Roger of Poitou, along with lands in Leicestershire and Northamptonshire which were added to Stephen’s Honour of Mortain (which is in central France). Stephen visited his Lancashire lands in c.1120. Soon afterwards (1123-4) he granted land in Tulketh to the abbey of Savigny in Mortain. In 1127, the Savignac monks moved to another of Stephen’s lands, Bekanesgill – where they founded what was to become the Cistercian Abbey of Furness.
A date for your diary: LPNS Annual General Meeting 2017
Our AGM will be on Wednesday 25th October 2017, 6pm for at 6.30, in Lancashire Archives. The lecture afterwards will be by Dr Charles Insley, Senior Lecturer in Medieval History at the University of Manchester, on a topic to be confirmed.
The next Newsletter is planned for September 2017. Send any info’ to nigelrjneil@googlemail.com
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