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NEWS AND EVENTS
FIRST A PLEA !
As a separate attachment, you will find a form to complete relating to the EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) [Regulation (EU) 2016/679], which comes into effect in May 2018. The new regulation replaces the 1995 regulations upon which current UK law is based. The Government has confirmed that the UK’s decision to leave the European Union will not alter this.  This new regulation protects your information and may reduce the amount of unwanted contacts you receive. BUT if LPNS don’t receive a signed copy from you by the end of April 2018, we will be obliged to remove you from our mailing list.

The Lancashire Place Name Survey currently holds your email address.  This allows us to tell you about forthcoming events, such as our Annual General Meeting and relevant day schools and to send you an occasional newsletter.
The information we hold is purely for the use of the Lancashire Place Name Survey and will not be shared with any other organisation for marketing or any other purposes.
In order to ensure that we comply with the new regulation we will be deleting our existing address list after this mailing and compiling a new one. If you would like to receive the LPNS newsletter in future and to have notification about LPNS events you MUST complete and return the form attached.
WHAT TO DO. Our website is not sufficiently sophisticated to allow online sign-up, but we have been advised that digital signatures are acceptable. So please save a copy of the form, complete it, and return to me. If you can, please save using your SURNAME NAME FOLLOWED BY FIRST NAME (e.g. for me NeilNigel) as the file title. That way I’ll automatically have them in surname order. Please e-mail it back to me at nigelrjneil@googlemail.com or if you prefer post it to:

Nigel Neil, 5 Hillside, Lancaster, LA1 1YH.


Any queries? Please e-mail me ASAP.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

We will be holding our AGM on Tuesday 9th October at Lancashire Archives. Following the formal business, our speaker will be Emeritus Professor Diana Whaley, from Newcastle University ( on a title yet to be announced). Diana is working on a number of projects to do with Northumberland place-names, though sadly the Lancashire equivalent volumes to the Ordnance Survey Name Books for Northumberland on which she and a team of volunteers are working, were destroyed by enemy action in 1940. http://www.ncl.ac.uk/elll/staff/profile/dianawhaley.html#research
I hope you didn’t forget to sign up for the Regional Heritage Centre’s 28 April study day in Carlisle, Cymry in the North: the North Britons from the 6th century to the 10th. It is now sold out !
But the good news is that, on the same day, the final conference for the North West Regional Research Framework for the Historic Environment will be hosted by the University of Salford and the Council for British Archaeology North West at the Old Fire Station, University of Salford, The Crescent, Salford M5 4NZ. The conference will present the new research framework format (the Early Medieval research agenda includes quite a number of proposed place-names related initiatives), and then use case studies of recent archaeological projects to illustrate this. It will finish with a look at the way forward including the Wiki platform being developed by Historic England and the proposed publications. It’s free, but booking is essential. Phone 0161 295 3825/5522 (till April 16th) 0161 295 6227 (after April 16th). 
IN CASE YOU WEREN’T THERE …
There was a packed lecture theatre for the Regional Heritage Centre study day at Lancaster University on 3 February 2018 Northern Names – regional aspects of the names of places and people. We were treated to a fascinating and varied collection of papers. I’ll try to give you a slightly different take from the review in the SNSBI News, in case you read that too !
LPNS committee member Dr Fiona Edmonds (Director, Regional Heritage Centre) opened the day with a talk covering three themes – an introduction to current thinking about North-West place-names and resources for those new to place-name studies, a look at some famous personal names of the past (Ughtred and Eric), and a thought-provoking section on how celebrity /Royal personal names were adopted by society as a whole, from William and George, back to (Gos)patrick.
Peter Iles (Lancashire Archaeology Advisory Service) talked about the progress of the Lancashire Place Names Survey, particularly the extraction of names from the first edition Ordnance Survey six inch to one mile maps (118 map sheets, each with its own spreadsheet; 77,324 name entries in total), and a little about field names from tithe maps. Peter explained how the database of names had been collected, and geographically located digitally to the placing of the word(s), not the feature to which they might refer. He highlighted some of the oddities of (often now lost) high-fells farm names, such as Cluster of Nuts, Bore’s House, and Weasel in the Well. Peter raised the valid point that the OS investigators were not locals, and despite their best efforts, made errors when transcribing verbal information. Despite the caveats, it was already possible to search for (e.g.) names ending in –ber, which could be from OE beorh or ON berg, and often referred specifically to glacial drumlin hills, often with square ‘platforms’ on top.
After morning break, Dr Eleanor Rye (Institute for Name-Studies, University of Nottingham) talked about Exploring language and dialect in North-West England through minor place-names, beginning with a helpful introduction to the varied origin of names. The talk utilised her PhD research http://eprints.nottingham.ac.uk/32254/8/Rye%20Thesis%20-%20images%20removed.pdf For openers, as local examples, Eleanor looked at Lancaster - a combination of OE caester ‘walled town’ with Lon, the river Lune, which was the Brittonic and meaning either ‘health giving river’ or maybe ‘full river’ (Welsh llaun) – and Bolton le Sands, from boþl ‘house, dwelling’. Eleanor defined minor place-names (or ‘microtoponymy’) as those of cottages and farms, copses, field-names, and landscape features. But we should beware that place-names writers have a tendency to include minor place-names among ‘major’ ones, if they are ‘more interesting’, such as pre-tithe unidentified field names ! Unlike major names, which may be found repeatedly in each of their forms over hundreds of years, minor names often occur only a very few times, but occur in their hundreds while ‘major’ names might only number ten in a township.
Eleanor looked at changing perceptions of the use of compound English-Danish names over the last half century. Eleanor’s two study areas – the Wirral, and the West Ward of Westmorland Barony – were contrasted. In the Wirral, Scandinavian names were largely confined to the NW of the peninsula, while in Westmorland, Scandinavian settlement was clearly much more widespread (genetic survey shows that 37±3% of the modern male population there have Scandinavian ancestry). Eleanor explained her survey method: using all pre-1500 names (600 in Wirral, 550 in Westmorland), but only one example of each where there was duplication. The factors underlying the usage of Scandinavian-derived toponymic vocabulary in the late-medieval period are therefore more varied than has sometimes been acknowledged, and Scandinavian elements remained an important part of the West Ward’s name-giving into the later medieval period.
After the lunch break, Angus Winchester (Emeritus Professor of Local and Landscape History, Lancaster University) spoke about field names in the Lake District, and introduced his new publication on the subject, which we mentioned in the last LPNS Newsletter. The content of the book is derived largely from the Rusland Horizons project, and Angus’s talk looked at how we can reconstruct past farming landscapes and the “countless minor decisions” of field naming. Field names are a layer of place-names which ‘don’t make it’ onto the OS maps, and the older examples of which are in great danger of being lost through the end of oral history memory, sale and sub-division of farms, and particularly land use change. Using the example of the fields of Hill Park, Rusland, Angus showed that the problem with these names is that they can be transient, and when written down by (for example) the agents for absentee landlords, can be mis-transcribed so badly as to become gobbledegook. Naming of fields often reflected shape and size of fields, crops, allusions to clothing, former or present owners or tenants, natural (e.g. species of trees, marsh plants, etc.) or archaeological features, or derogatory words for the quality of the field. Parrock, a common field name, referred to an area larger than a garth, but smaller than a croft (i.e. home field). Copy generally referred to formerly coppiced woodland, while ing referred to meadow. We should look out for name evidence of former open fields, such as furlong, head, flat(t), butts (short ridge at right angles to main ridges), riggs, and dales. 
The final speaker was Dr George Redmonds, a prolific and entertaining author, one of whose recent works was A Dictionary of Yorkshire Surnames (2015). https://www.examiner.co.uk/news/west-yorkshire-news/yorkshire-surnames-you-brook-haigh-10635226  In Every Tom, Dick and Harry: the significance of personal names, George began with a personal story. By insisting on calling him George, after his uncle who was killed in the First World War, his father broke a 300 year tradition in his mother’s family of having a James in the family. The ‘pet name’ Georgie might derive from the sixteenth-century pronunciation, and was sometimes abbreviated to Jud. ‘George’ was not, as was popularly believed, a post-1714 Hanoverian introduction; indeed it had been the seventh most popular name in Britain in 1538-99. Some families used particular names almost exclusively – e.g. Brian in the Stapleton family. In George’s words “the gentry had their own rules”, and naming within the lower echelons of society – at least in earlier times – demonstrated a lack of heritable names, and the predominance of patronyms and (less commonly, but not only by unmarried mothers) matronyms. Saints names were often given to people with a connection to that saint’s shrine – e.g. Cuthbert for a Durham connection.
VOLUNTEERS: We are looking for more volunteers ! If you have some time free, why not drop Jacquie Crosby a message Jacquie.Crosby@lancashire.gov.uk
REMINDER: don’t forget to return your GDPR signed consent, please !
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