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LPNS - Annual General Meeting
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Bow Lane, Preston, PR1 2RE  
25th October 2016

The formal documentation was circulated with the August Newsletter. Members may like to note that, in addition to ordinary members of the Committee (who are always welcome) we also need a new Treasurer and a Secretary. (Jennifer Holt will be standing down as Co-ordinator at the Annual General Meeting but the appointment of a replacement is the responsibility of John Insley.) The Committee currently comprises: Jacquie Crosby, Jennifer Holt, Peter Iles, John Insley, Nigel Neil, Christine Storey, John Wilson.  

The Annual General Meeting will be followed by the 

Lancashire Place Name Survey 

Annual Lecture for 2016 

  to be given by 

Dr. Jayne Carroll

University of Nottingham

Completing the Shropshire place-name survey: landscape, language, history

Lancashire Archives - the spending cuts have forced the Archives to reduce their opening hours. 
Please note that from 4th July 2016 the new opening hours are:

Monday - closed all day

Tuesday to Friday inclusive - open 9:30 to 17:00 


The archives will be open until 19:00 on the second Tuesday in the month

Saturday - 10:00 to 16:00 on the second Saturday in each month.
Cumbria Archives - note that each of the four Archives have different opening times. 
However - very good news for users - none of the four now close at lunchtime. (Some cannot produce documents at ‘lunchtime’ - check each Archive for the current situation.)
The Lancashire Place Name Survey

invites you to our
Annual Lecture

to be given by

Dr. Jayne Carroll

University of Nottingham

Researcher; Institute for Name-Studies 

Shropshire volumes for the English Place-Name Society

entitled

Completing the Shropshire place-name survey: landscape, language, history

at 

Lancashire Archives, Bow Lane, Preston, PR1 2RE

The talk will take place after the LPNS Annual General Meeting on

Tuesday 25th October 2016 at 19:00 
Tickets cost £5 each (no concessions) and must be paid for in advance.

Please note that due to the limited space available, there is a maximum number of 50 tickets available and these must be purchased in advance.


Name:  

Address:



email address:



I would like to purchase insert no. required  ticket(s) for the talk by Dr. Jayne Carroll after the Lancashire Place Name Survey Annual General Meeting at Lancashire Archives, Bow Lane, Preston, PR1 2RE on Tuesday 25th October 2016 at 19:00.

Please send this order form, together with a cheque for the full amount due and payable to Lancashire Place Name Survey to: 

LPNS, Jennifer Holt, 258 Blackburn Road, Haslingden, BB4 5JF. 

All ticket orders must reach the LPNS by Monday 24th October 2016. N.B.The tickets will only be sent out (by second class post) where it is not possible to confirm the booking/ticket number(s) by email. 

Some curious place names and fieldnames in Scarisbrick 

Nigel Neil

While doing documentary research to support a report on a pre-conversion survey of a barn at West Bank Farm, Drummersdale Lane, Scarisbrick, in West Lancashire, I was lucky enough to come across a previously unlocated place-name referred to in the Burscough Priory Cartulary.

Drummersdale: West Bank Farm lies within the part of Scarisbrick now called Drummersdale, spelt Drombulsdale in 1546 and Dromlesdale in 1567 (Ekwall 1922, 124; LA DDSC 26/27). Whilst the boundaries of this area have not been mapped, West Bank Farm lies at the south-east limit of the area so named on nineteenth and early twentieth-century Ordnance Survey maps (e.g. OS 1906). The place name is first recorded in 1546, but suggested derivations indicate much earlier origins. Ekwall (1922, 124) accepts earlier suggestions that the first element could be Old Norse drumbr ‘a log’, perhaps used as a nickname similar to Swedish drummel ‘a lout’. The second element is either Old English dæl or Old Norse dalr ‘valley’ (Ekwall 1922, 9-10), often indistinguishable.
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Dromlesdale (now Drummersdale), in a document from 11 Aug. 1567 (LA DDSC 26/27)

Hawkshead: whilst West Bank Farm is not identifiable by name in documentary sources until c. 1800 (in Scarisbrick estate rack rentals), and the field boundaries probably date from eighteenth/nineteenth-century pre-parliamentary enclosure, at least part of the landholding of West Bank Farm - and identically named fields in adjacent tenancies in Scarisbrick and in Burscough - appear to have a much longer history, suggesting that this was the site of a farm, or at least of a named landholding, by the mid-thirteenth century. ‘Hawkshead’ is field no. 1643 on the tithe map of 1839 (LA DRL 1/71, f19; Figs 8-9) lying c. 300 metres North-West of the barn surveyed in 2015. The two adjacent fields to the North – nos 1644 and 1645, in the tenancy of Mary Worthington – and four fields (c. 450 m to the East) in Ellen Gore’s tenancy in Burscough on the tithe map of 1846 (LA DRL/1/13; Figs 4a and b) also bear the name.
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Figure 4 
The location of fields including ‘Hawkshead’ on (a) the OS 1848 map and (b) Burscough tithe map (LA DRL/1/13)

A place called Haukesheved or ‘Hawkshead’ in Scarisbrick is referred to in two deeds (dated c. 1229-60) in the cartulary - book of charters - of Burscough Priory, now in The National Archives (TNA DL 42/6, f. 16v-17). The Priory, a foundation of Augustinian canons, lies c. 3.6 km to the South-East of West Bank Farm; it was established in c. 1190 and closed during Henry VIII’s Dissolution of the Monasteries in 1536. Latin transcripts and annotation – but not translations - have been published by the Chetham Society (Webb 1970, 55-6 and 71). Webb was unable to identify the location of Hawkshead, but the present writer’s 2015 work now provides this information. The boundaries of the landholding were defined by the watercourses Haukeshevedsiche and Muscarsiche – Hawkshead Syke (i.e. brook) and Muscar Syke. A place called Le Quytegore is also mentioned (possibly ‘Whitaker’ in modern spelling; Hwita is a common Old English personal name; Ekwall 1922, 61, or maybe ‘white acre’). Merscar House Farm, lies c. 500m to the North-North-East of West Bank Farm, just over the township boundary into Burscough, and Merscar Brook lies to the East of this, but the location of Hawkshead Brook is not known. A third document transcribed by Webb, a deed of 1303 (TNA DL 25/611) mentions another place, adjacent to Hawkshead, called Longshaw Head, which has also not been identified.

Ekwall did not have the scope to deal with minor place-names and field names, but he does discuss (Ekwall 1922, 186 and 218) two other places called Hawkshead, both in Lonsdale Hundred (one in Bolton-le-Sands near Lancaster, the other lying West of Lake Windermere in modern Cumbria, but in pre-1974 Lancashire). The Bolton-le-Sands name had the same form in c. 1230-50 (among other spellings) as the Scarisbrick name, and Ekwall derived this from the Old Norse personal name Haukr + hofuð or heafod ‘head, hill’. However, the place near Windermere was previously Haukesset, from the same personal name + set or sat ‘a shieling’, implying a (?monastic) dairy farm or vaccary, in that instance belonging to Coniston Priory.

The ‘hill’ derivation does not fit at all well with the Scarisbrick topography, and underlines the need to find earlier forms of names, pre-dating the masking of differences in derivation. Gelling and Cole (2000, 174) provide more nuanced meanings for heafod, including ‘end’, ‘source’, in field names ‘the headland in a ploughed furlong’, and ‘projecting piece of land’, and these sound more plausible in this instance. If Ekwall’s personal name derivation for the first element is questioned, it is interesting to note that Gelling and Cole (2000, 175) also point to the prevalence of heafod being found often in combination with animal and bird words, taken by some authors to indicate pagan rituals. The same authors give another (perhaps remote) possibility – a derivation from haugr ‘a tumulus’, i.e. prehistoric burial mound.
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Roman Roads Research Association 
This group have been working for some time and, as a way of commemorating the work of Ivan D. Margery, have organised two conferences. The north of England conference will be held in November and the LPNS was asked to circulate information to our members. 
Mike Haken is Chair of the RRRA and can be contacted on 01457 872281 or mike@romanroad.org. 

The following may be of interest:
We are contacting every local heritage group in Northern England to make them aware of our forthcoming conference on Roman roads, to be held near York in November. Roman roads is a subject that is of interest to many, and it is highly likely that you have members who would be interested in our activities, even if they can't attend the conference. Our southern conference in Portsmouth, held two weeks ago, was a huge success, and I am sure that attendees will find the event an informative, thought provoking and entertaining and enjoyable weekend .
We would be extremely grateful if you could send us a contact email address, so we can send you full details of the conference programme for you to distribute to your membership. We can then also keep your group informed of our activities, research, events etc. 


Best Wishes


Mike Haken


Chairman


Roman Roads Research Association
Their website can be found at www.romanroads.org which gives more information regarding the Conference together with a booking form.
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