LANCASHIRE PLACE NAME SURVEY
Newsletter 
December 2016
www.lpns.org.uk 

The LPNS Annual Lecture for 2016
This was given by Dr Jayne Carroll who focused upon her work editing the more recent EPNS volumes for Shropshire. Jayne’s talk was wide ranging and many of the points she made were picked up by her audience in the discussions which followed. Altogether an inspirational evening where the content was very relevant to the LPNS and prompted some thought-provoking discussions.

Armetridding- revisited
Those of you who read the June 2016 Newsletter (which can be found on the LPNS website) may recall a fairly lengthy piece regarding this ancient land holding in Euxton (Leyland Hundred). The reason for Jennifer Holt’s interest was unrelated to the placename (which derives from the “hermit’s clearing”) and much to do with the paper mill which was working there by 1617.  However, her research at Wigan Archives has brought to light an unexpected name. 

A lease dated October 1784 has a very detailed map of the river, the corn and paper mills and their associated leat. The dimensions of the leat, the height of the retaining walls and the location of the bridge over the water were important aspects of the complex structure. In itself, the level of detail caused no surprises however one thing stood out - the mill leat is referred to as “The Stream of Water running from Pope Dam to Mr Armetridings Corn Mill”. Whilst the surname ‘Pope’ might well be the origin of the place name, in this instance, the fact that the landholding had ancient religious links was suggestive. The section of the river and leat (to the right of that shown in the photograph) starts with “Pope Dam Weyre belonging to Mr Armetriding” before continuing with the relevant measurements - which also indicates that it was not a reference to a former neighbour. 


The next step was to find out how many references there were to ‘pope’ in the placenames of pre-1974 Lancashire. So a search of the data collected for the LPNS Gazetteer and based upon the earliest Ordnance Survey maps was indicated. (Given how busy Peter Iles is, it seemed unfair to ask him to carry out research which is perhaps, slightly frivolous.) It turned out that there were only a four and these were very concentrated:

· “Pope Lane” in Grimsargh with Brockholes in the 19th century was clearly the very straight road which help to divide Ribbleton in three and is assumed to relate to the enclosure of Ribbleton Moor. 
· Pope’s - listed as a ‘dwelling’ was possibly a farm. Given the location of Samlesbury - which lies to the east of Brockholes -  it might even be the farm which gives its name to Pope Lane.
The remaining two references were to ‘dwellings’ - again, probably farms - and both lay in Leyland Hundred which was on the southern boundary of Brockholes and Samlesbury.
· Withnell was in Leyland parish and so lay to the south of the locations named above.
· Standish with Langtree lay on the southern boundary of Leyland Hundred.
As it happens - Armetriding lies between Withnell and Standish. So we have a (relative) concentration of a rare place name within one zone of old Lancashire. It was fun to track these down - but, we really can’t assume, from the evidence discussed here, that this is anything more that coincedence. Or would YOU like to test this further?
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Part of the River Yarrow and the mill leat depicted on DDAn 46/439 (Wigan Archives). 

As you can see from the above - being involved in the LPNS can be extremely rewarding - not to say addictive. 

The LPNS is looking for volunteers to search Lancashire Archives catalogues for examples of early place name formats from the 14th, 15th and 16th centuries. Professor John Insley of the University of Heidelberg is working on a new edition of the origins of Lancashire Place Names for the English Place-Name Society and needs more data to assist in completing the first volume of major place names – hundreds, parishes, townships, Domesday manors, rivers and hills. John’s view is that local documents – deeds, manorial records, church records and even 16th century probate records- are the most valuable sources for a study of local names.   

 
Volunteers need no expertise in reading mediaeval writing - just to spend a little time in the searchroom at Lancashire Archives in Preston - exploring specific catalogues and recording accurately the spellings of place names before 1600. 


If you would be willing to help with this project please get in touch with the LPNS Co-ordinator, Jacquie Crosby

email -  jacquie.crosby@lancashire.gov.uk
P.S. As you can see from the discussions about Armetriding and the places named ‘Pope’ 
- we also need volunteers in other parts of pre-1974 Lancashire. 
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